[Blood coagulation factor XIII: activation, substrates and structure of a transglutaminase].
For a long time blood coagulation factor XIII did not get the attention it deserves, and research in the field of transglutaminases was neglected. The interesting results obtained in recent years demonstrate the importance of this protein for the stabilization of a blood clot. The accurate regulation of activation and of localization of factor XIII is not fully understood. Yet the proposed mechanisms suggest a high degree of complexity. In this review, recent biochemical and structural results on factor XIII are discussed.